Tuberculosis and National Health
come to be recognized. The primary lesion was first described
by Parrot in 1876 as a single focus located in the sub/pleura!
tissue and which showed no progressive tendency. In pulmonary
infection in children the initial lesion is also known as Ghon's
primary focus, which is a circular lesion of small size usually
appearing in the lower lobe. In the adult, more especially the
young adult, the primary pulmonary focus is now generally
known as Assmann's focus. The character and significance of
this focus have been described by Assmann, Redeker, Arborelius,
Kerley, and other observers. Kerley states that the radiographical
picture of this focus shows a small round opacity varying in size
from that of a pea to half a crown located in the right infra-
clavicular region. It is also occasionally observed in the right
middle and lower lobes and in the left infra-clavicular region,
but rarely if ever in the left lower lobe. One feature of this focus
is the zone of what appears to be inflammatory reaction which
frequently surrounds it. The nature of this zone of reaction is
not quite clear, but it is probably due to the fact that the central
tuberculous focus is a primary infection which gives rise to a
local tissue reaction. This association of non-specific reactive
disturbance with active tuberculous lesions has long been recog-
nized clinically. In common with both these primary foci the
lymphatic glands which drain the locations involved become
infected by passage of the tubercle bacilli along the lymph chan-
nels; this is known as the Law of Parrot. It is generally accepted
that both Ghon's and Assmann's foci are the result of an exo-
genous infection through the respiratory tract. Blacklock found
in his investigation that where the primary focus was found in
the lungs only tubercle bacilli of human origin were obtained.
It does not follow, however, that all cases of primary lung infection
are due to aerogenous infection. Pottenger emphasizes the point
that no matter where the tubercle bacilli are introduced some of
them will finally find their way through the lymph and blood-
streams to the lungs, and that this is especially table to occur
in the ptexallergic state before the reactive response has been
elicited*
In jprimary abdominal infection the primary focus may occur
in the intestinal wall, but more generally "the primary infection
develops iotbe mesenteric glands or in